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Educational Feature – 21st June, 2019 
 

HONESTY    RESPONSIBILITY     CARE    RESPECT    EXCELLENCE 
Reports 
Our teachers have all been very busy at the coalface with assessment and reporting over the last 
month.  This is a crucial time in every school year to ensure we analyse and be very explicit with our 
use of data (both informal and formal) to make judgements based on facts.  We are accountable to the 
system we work in to provide our students with Victorian standards and as a school, we work tirelessly 
to make sure this is accurate.  
 
What we also do is strive to ensure we acknowledge the growth in students at this time of the year 
and this is where we find our greatest joy as educators in seeing the breadth of steps our students take 
with their learning.  
 
Our approach to reporting is best summed up by an article by Patrick Griffin an educational researcher 
working at Melbourne University: 
 
There are no year level expectations in a series of achievement standards.  No one is at, on, above or 
below expectations.  Every student is simply at a level of development defined by what learning is 
developmentally appropriate.  This approach enables differentiated and targeted teaching to occur. 
 
It is imperative we know our students points of achievements or better known as dots!  What is more 
important however is we as educators and parents understand that learning is forever and we all learn 
at different rates and what Griffin describes as developmentally appropriate.  
 
Yes, mid-year reports will define each child’s development point, but even now, our teachers are 
planning their next piece of work for every child in this school that is differentiated and targeted to 
ensure every child gets an education that is developmentally appropriate for them. 
 
Please note that due to the crowded curriculum and our philosophy of teaching concepts in depth the 
year 3 – 6 teachers have either left the measurement and data areas off for this semester or have left 
some students in the same position as where they were marked at the end of the year. From our work 
with Peter Sullivan we have decided that it is better to teach concepts in depth rather than teaching 
every concept in a shallow process.  
 
Reading the Reports  
 
Although our reports are not set out in this order, I encourage you to read the report in the following 
order: 
 

 General Comment: take the time to read the general comment and find out about the 
dispositions that your child applies to their learning within our school, how they mix with other 
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students, how they participate in class discussions as well as any stand out areas for you child 
throughout the first semester, 
 

 Curriculum statements: read through the curriculum statements in reading, writing and 
Mathematics to see the concepts that your child is currently working towards achieving or has 
just achieved throughout the first semester. These statements are taken directly from the 
Victorian Curriculum achievement standards and are what the teachers have based their 
judgment on when placing your child at a particular level. The below example demonstrates 
that the student has achieved all progression areas within the level 1 curriculum apart from 
identifying and explaining why texts are organised in different ways. This might be something 
that you may be able to ask your child’s teacher about during a parent teacher interview.  

 

 
 

 Areas for improvement (see example below): read over the areas for improvement and think 
about ways that you might be able to support your child’s learning further at home or use this 
area to think about the questions you may ask at parent / teacher interviews.  
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 Progression points: When reading this section please refer to the legend to interpret them 
with the yellow section being the expected level of achievement for your child; the white dot is 
where they were 6 months ago and the blue dot where they are at the end of the semester. 
There is an aim that every child will make 6 months growth in 6 months however we have a 
strong focus on making sure that all the curriculum that we are teaching is taught in depth 
rather and children have a strong understanding of key concepts prior to moving on to the next 
curriculum level.  
Use the curriculum statements to see what your child is still embedding prior to being moved 

to the next curriculum area. You might use this knowledge in this area to think about the 
questions you may ask at parent / teacher interviews.  
Finally and most importantly, look at your child’s work habits and their mindsets to 
participating in the areas of the English and Mathematics areas of the curriculum as well as 
their general behaviour and home reading habits. Growth mindsets and attacking all areas in 
positive mindset has a major influence on your child’s progress. Early next term I will write and 
Educational Feature on the effect of a growth mindset and the different it can make.  
 

 

 
 

  
 
Jeremy Campbell - Principal 
Oxley Primary School is committed to Nurturing confident, lifelong learners, in a friendly rural community 
 
 

         


